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Excerpt taken from God Pause.    A review of last Sunday’s Gospel lesson.
[bookmark: devo] 
It's not difficult to see what's wrong with the world. There is war and oppression. There is sickness and sorrow. There is hunger. It's easy to see what's wrong, but it seems hard to know what can be done about it. The disciples had no trouble diagnosing the troubling situation around them. A crowd had come to follow Jesus to find healing, but had collectively forgotten to pack a lunch. The disciples point this out to Jesus and his response speaks volumes: "You give them something to eat" (Matthew 14:16). But what could they give? All they had was five loaves and two fish, a laughable amount for such a crowd. But through Jesus even what little they have becomes enough. The crowds are fed and sent away full, with leftovers for the fridge. With God's abundance comes a call: Don't just see the problem. Be the way God will solve it. 

Abundant God, there is so much trouble in the world. It can overwhelm us. Open our eyes to your plenteous goodness and inspire us to be means of grace in the world. Amen. 
David R. Lyle
Pastor, St. Peter's Lutheran Church, Pawleys Island, S.C.
Master of Divinity, 2002
Matthew 14:13-21 (NRSV)

13 Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. 14 When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them and cured their sick.  15 When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, "This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for themselves."  16 Jesus said to them, "They need not go away; you give them something to eat."  17 They replied, "We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish."  18 And he said, "Bring them here to me."  19 Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds.  20 And all ate and were filled; and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full.   21 And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children.

Pastor Fitch will be on vacation from August 10th -18th.   Pastor Eleanor Alison will be covering during this time.  For pastoral care, you may call Pastor Alison at 473-9710 (please leave ring for answering machine to pick up) or you may call the Church Office. 

MEETING RESCHEDULED

The August Council meeting has been rescheduled for Wednesday, August 20th, at 7:00 p.m.
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LOOKING FOR A 
FEW GOOD MEN !


Join the ranks!!  Whether you
can carry a tune with your voice or carry
it in a bucket – we need you.

The Men’s Chorus will sing on Sunday, August 24th at the 10:15 a.m. service.   Boys and men of all ages are invited to sing.

We will rehearse that Sunday morning at 9:30 a.m. in the choir room.

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/_IB98SVrY53k/SiclZuR11CI/AAAAAAAAEhY/gPsAk1SARvg/s1600/I-Want-You.jpg]

DIRECTORY UPDATE

· The second round of Directory photos are here.  You may pick up you pictures in the Church Office.   

· If you did not have your picture taken but would like your contact information included in the back of the directory, please let the office know.  Thanks for your cooperation.


















[image: http://www.azballoonart.com/img/balloons.jpg]A DAY OF REMEMBRANCE

Saturday, August 23
Noon
Riverview Cemetery

The 9th annual Day of Remembrance will be held beginning at Noon on August 23rd.   There will be a brief ceremony at which time the names of loved ones will be read and a balloon released.  You may purchase one or more balloons for $5 for each name.

Names and donations will also be accepted at the cemetery the day of the event beginning at 11:00 a.m.   Light refreshments will be available.   

Fill out the form below and send it along with your contribution to:  Dee Zboray, 305 Susquehanna Road, Northumberland, PA  17857       Make checks payable to RIVERVIEW CEMETERY 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Names of deceased to be remembered ________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________


Name of Donor _________________________________________________________  

Address _______________________________________________________________  

# of Balloons __________  Amt. of Contribution ($5 each name) ____________________































POINTS TO PONDER


A 90-10 Split

When the weather prediction is for a 10 percent chance of rain, do we sigh and grumble and stay indoors? Or do we go ahead and picnic, golf or hike because the chance of bad weather is so low? 

When doctors say our child has a 90 percent chance of full recovery from a deadly illness, don’t we rejoice at the great prognosis? We quickly decide we can live with the slight chance of some impairment. 

When a really tough exam comes back with a 90 percent grade, aren’t we glad to have done well? 

When a politician runs for office, 90 percent of the vote would be considered an overwhelming mandate. 

Why then, when God gives us 100 percent of our material blessings, are we so horrified at the thought of giving him 10 percent back?


KIT ITEMS NEEDED

Remember, while you are out shopping….. WELCA is collecting items for school kits and health kits for Lutheran World Relief.
Any contributions of items listed below would be greatly appreciated.  Please place items in the hamper located in the hallway at the Church Office by September 14th.  The WELCA ladies will be putting together the kits at their monthly meeting.

Health items:
~ One bath size towel (approximately 52x27), dark color recommended
~ Two bath size bars (4 to 5 oz) of soap, any brand, in original wrapping
~ One adult size toothbrush in its original packing*
~ One sturdy comb, remove packing
~ One metal nail clippers, remove packing
*Toothbrush multi-packs may be used by sealing an individual toothbrush in a business envelope; no plastic bags or wrap

School Kit Items:
~ Four 70-sheet notebooks of wide or college ruled paper, approximately 8x10 ½  no loose-leaf paper
~One 30 centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on one side and inches on the other
~ One pencil sharpener
~One blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel blades work well)
~Five ballpoint pens (no gel ink); secure together with a rubber band
~One eraser approximately 2 ½” long
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Five gifts from God







Love makes our friends a little dearer. 
Joy makes our hearts a little lighter. 
Faith makes our paths a little clearer. 
Hope makes our lives a little brighter. 
Peace brings us all a little nearer. 

—Author unknown
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SYNOD SNIPPITS




August 9, 2014: “One Less Tear” Concert

A concert will be held on August 9, 2014, from noon until 8:00 p.m. at Ard’s Farm Market, Lewisburg, to benefit the cancer foundation “One Less Tear.” This foundation is dedicated to fighting cancer and has enlisted the help of some celebrities, such as Mark Slaughter from the rock band Slaughter; Donnie Van Zant from 38 Special; Johnny Van Zant from Lynyrd Skynyrd; Olivia Newton-John; and several professional athletes among others. The price for admissionis $15 and tickets can be purchased by contacting Pastor Ricky Phillips at rphillips@ltsg.edu. Food will be provided by Ards.  The bands scheduled to perform include Randy Reinhard, who played with the late Davey Jones; Kill Scheme, a great popular local rock band; Rocking Horse, led by Chuck Navasky, that opened for 38 Special in November; and others.
August 30, 2014: CML Dandelion Run

Camp Mount Luther in Mifflinburg will be holding a 5 and 10 Kilometer trail run race on Labor Day Weekend. This is the 13th year for the event at the camp.  The start time for the race is 9:00 a.m.  Price for entry is $20 if you pre-register before August 16th. Race day registration is $25. Registration opens at 7:30 a.m. on race day. Spectators are welcome as well. A kid’s fun run (registration for that is one dollar) and a one-mile fun walk will also be held.   The awards ceremony will be immediately following the race. All miles for the course will be marked and there is one water stop on the course. Timing will be electronically done. Registration forms are posted on the camp’s website at  www.campmountluther.org or at www.midpenntrailblazers.com or you can contact Joel Heasley at 570-765-0267. Shower facilities are available after the race. All proceeds from this event will benefit the camp’s general operating fund.























August 9, 2014: Free Community Carnival
Night in Selinsgrove

Carnival Night is a carnival-type atmosphere offering refreshments and booth activities for all ages. The entire event is free, so there is no obstacle to attend. It will be held in
the parking lot of Sharon Lutheran Church,
120 South Market Street, Selinsgrove, on
August 9, 2014, from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. In
case of inclement weather, the event will move indoors to the fellowship hall. This
year's theme is Missions of the World! Visit tables that will focus on service and mission to our neighbors locally, nationally and globally. Some activities include refreshments such as popcorn and hot dogs, a duck pond, bouncy room, book give-a-way, bowling, DressAGirl table, Meals for Seals donations and much more! Bring your family, friends and neighbors to enjoy a few hours of fun, games and service to others. Contact person is Robin Kunkel at Sharon Lutheran Church at 
570-374-8444 or robinkunkel@gmail.com.
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   Time to 
  make up!


After an evening filled with vigorous sibling disagreements, three children finally turned in for the night. A few hours later, a major thunderstorm woke them all up. When their father heard the children conversing upstairs, he called to see what was happening. 

A small, timid voice answered, “We’re all in the closet forgiving one another!”



















Please remember in prayer the family of Theodore “Dutch” VanKirk, whose funeral was held here at St. Johns.

MEMBERS: Margaret Bright; Dave Eisely; Lorraine Weaver; Esther Bartholomew; Phyllis Gordon 

PRAYER REQUEST:   Theresa Beers; David Diehl; Nathan Snyder; Robert Shalongo; Patty 
Lightner; Suzanne Musser; the Patanella family; George Groff; Tom Chappell; Kathryn Lebo; Bill and Betsy Smeltz; Jack Miller; Jordan Hunter-Miller; Misi Lucas; Woodrow Klinger; Tina Vayda; Joe Broschart; Bob Peterson; Paula Samselski; Jane Ramer; Tim Stump; Emma Jean Osman; Sam Miriello; William Wagner; Karen Gerst; Joan Rebuck; Don Propst; Tina Reichenbach; Daniel Lyons; Beverly Windus; Betty Leitzel; Marlyn Deihl; Steve and Rose Brungard; Jane DeGand; Darvin Straub.

HOMEBOUND AND SPECIAL PRAYERS:  Ruth Ramer; Nancy Hendricks; Fietta Osman; Sally Mayer; Helen Snyder; Mike Payne; Kate Billman; Shirley Wolfe; Frances Rohrbach; Carol Diehl; Polly Hetrick; Betty Yerg; Elaine Kohl; Jane Galow; Robyn Snyder; Dave Roush; Franklin Hoffman; Catherine Broome; Harold Billman; Sally Diehl;  Bill Brungard; Julia Tiedman; Tina Pontius; Jan Albertson; June Seebold; John Kistner; Margaret Rantz; Joshua Gordon; Harold Reid; Joyce Shearer;  Connie Lahr; Steve Lahr; Zachery Baker; Carol Wilks;  Pauline Spigelmeyer; Jodi Graybill; Brittany Graybill. 

Pray for our military

Logan Brouse; Colton Brouse; Kale Gallo; Jeremy Hoffman; Wyatt Kohl.
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 Scripture 
 Readings

August 6	Luke 22:39-46
August 7	Mark 8:34-38   August 8	Matthew 18:7-9     
August 9	1 Timothy 6:12-16
August 10	     Genesis 44:18-34
August 11	     Genesis 45:1-15
August 12	     Numbers 3:5-10
August 13	     Genesis 48:8-16
August 14	     Exodus 1:22-2:4
August 15	     Exodus 2:4-9
August 16	     1 Samuel 1:19-28
August 17	     1 Samuel 16:1-13
August 18	     1 Samuel 20:12-17
August 19	     1 Kings 32:16-28
August 20	     2 Kings 22:1-13
August 21	     2 Kings 5:1-16
August 22	     2 Kings 2:23-25
August 23	     Luke 1:57-66
August 24	     Luke 2:41-52
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 WHAT’S HAPPENING







[image: inside_8422c]Wednesday, August 6	Messenger folding, 9:30 a.m.
Thursday, August 7	Worship & Music Committee, 7:00 p.m.
				Scout District Committee, 7:00 p.m.
Monday, August 11	Finance Committee, 7:00 p.m.
Tuesday, August 12	Bible Study, 7:00 p.m.
Thursday, August 14	Social Ministry Committee, 7:00 p.m.
Saturday, August 16	Kathryn’s Kloset, 9-11:00 a.m.
Wednesday, August 20	Council Meeting, 7:00 p.m.


IN OUR AREA





Friday, August 8		Senior Expo, Shikellamy High School Cafeteria, Walnut Street,
					Sunbury, 10 a.m.-1 p.m., sponsored by
Rep. Lynda Schlegel Culver
Saturday, August 9	One Less Tear Concert, Ard’s Farm Market, Lewisburg,
 Noon-8:00 p.m.
Saturday, August 9	Community Carnival, Sharon Lutheran Church, Market Street
					Selinsgrove, 5-7:00 p.m.
[bookmark: _GoBack]



July 27, 2014
8:00 a.m. Service – 34 10:15 a.m. Service –43
Offering needed weekly to meet budget: $3462.00
Offering received: $3104.00

August 3, 2014
8:00 a.m. Service – 36  10:15 a.m. Service – 44 
Offering needed weekly to meet budget: $3462.00
Offering received: $2144.00
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JUST FOR KIDS
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                                               This Sunday at St. John’s

August 10, 2014
                                             
                                          Edward Coup, Authorized Lay Worship Leader

[image: St]8:00 a.m.   Worship Service with Communion
9:00 a.m.   Adult Sunday School 
10:15 a.m.   Worship Service with Communion 


Next Sunday at St. John’s

August 17, 2014

Carol Black, Authorized Lay Worship Leader

8:00 a.m.   Worship Service with Communion
9:00 a.m.   Adult Sunday School 
10:15 a.m.   Worship Service with Communion 


Church Office Hours      Mon-Thurs 8:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.    Fri 8:30 a.m.-Noon
Pastor Andrew Fitch, Pastor
William J. Jacavage, Director of Music
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Psalm 144:15 says,
“Blessed {or happy] are the people
whose God is the LorD.” Make these
bright cupcakes to remember alt the
ways God makes you happy.

@6?

@\J

se"

What you need:
* Adult help
* Cake mix
* Cupcake liners
» White frosting
* Yellow food coloring
» Black frosting or tube gel
* Candy corn

What you do:

1. Make cupcakes by follow-
ing directions on the box.
Let them cool completely.

2. Stir yellow food coloring
into white frosting, mak-
ing it as yellow as the sun.
Frost the cupcakes.

3. Using black frosting, make
a happy face on each cup-
cake.

4. Around each cupcake,
place candy corn with
points out to resemble
sun rays. Enjoy!
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E HAPPY

In Matthew 5:3-10, Jesus begins his teaching with the
{ Beatitudes. They give us many reasons to be happy. The Greek
word for blessed, makarios, also means happy!
Directions: Complete the Beatitudes by matching the blanks in each “Happy”
phrase on the left with the bold word(s) on the right. ™.

1. °Happyarete P O O R hunger and thirst for righteousness,
IN SPIRI T ", forthey will be fille.”

3.“Happyarethe __ peacemakers, for they will be cailed
3 the children of God.”

4, “Happy are those who persecuted because of righteousness,
; for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”

5. “Happy are the .. poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom
of heaven.”
6.“Happyarethe __ merciful, for they will be shown mercy.”
Vo,
7. “Happy are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.”

8. “Happy are those who are mourn, for they will be comforted.”
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